The 5-arylhydrazono derivatives of rhodanine and isorhodanine were subjected to the action of hydrazine hydrate to afford the arylhydrazonomercaptomethyl-triazolinones (3) and -triazolinthiones (3) respectively.
favoured by the hydrazono group rather than the less basic arylhydrazono group. The structure of 3 and 4 was assigned from both analytical and spectral data. The carbonyl absorption for 4a-d is in favour of the five-membered ring system rather than that for a six-membered ring [14] . Besides, an analogues reaction has been reported [15] for isorhodanine with hydrazine hydrate to afford 3-mercaptomethyl-l,2,4-triazolin-5-one.
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The behaviour of the thiazolidinone ring in 2,4-thiazolidindione, rhodanine, and their 5-arylidene derivatives toward the action of benzylamine has been recently reported to effect ring cleavage in 2,4-thiazolidindione [16] [17] , and to effect elimination of hydrogen sulphide and affording the benzylimino derivative with rhodanine [18] . This Ar-N-N=C-C-S-R 1 11
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Experimental
Melting points are uncorrected. IR spectra were obtained as a KBr disc with a Pye-Unicam SP 1100 spectrophotometer. UV spectra were measured in EtOH on a Pye-Unicam SP 8000 spectrophotometer. NMR spectra were obtained with a Varian A-60 spectrophotometer in CDC13.
Action of hydrazine hydrate on la-d and 2a-d to afford 3a-d and 4a-d
General procedure: To 1 g of each of 1 a-d and/or 2a-d was added hydrazine hydrate (2 ml, 98%), an exothermic reaction took place, after the reaction have subsided, the reaction mixture was diluted with water, acidified with dilute hydrochloric acid. The resulting solid product was filtered off and crystallised from acetone.
The3-(a-arylh3*drazono-a-mercapto)methyl-l,2,4-triazolin-5-ones (3 a-d) are all pale yellow crystals, listed in Table I .
The IR spectra of 3 a-d show absorption at VNH 3350 (arylhydrazono NH), a broad band at j»NH 3180 cm -1 (ring NH) and a weak absorption at I'SH 2850 cm -1 . The UV spectra for 3 a-d show Amax around 360 nm (arylhydrazono absorption).
The 3-(a-arylhydrazono-a-mercapto)methyl-1,2,4-triazolin-5-thiones (4 a-d) are all pale yellow in colour, listed in Table I .
The IR spectra of 4 a-d show absorption at VNH 3350 (arylhydrazono), a broad band at VNH 3200 ~ 3100 cm -1 (ring NH), a weak band at VSH 2550 cm -1 and strong carbonyl absorption at vc=o 1760 cm" 1 . The UV spectra of 4 a-d show Amax at 328 nm (arylhydrazono absorption).
Action of benzylamine on la-d to afford thiooxalic acid dibenzylamide (5)
A mixture of each of 1 a-d (1.0 g) and benzylamine (1.5 ml) was heated on a boiling water-bath for 30 min. The reaction mixture was triturated with ethanol and the resulting solid product was crystallised from ethanol to afford pale yellow crystals, m.p. 118 °C (yield 80%). The products obtained from each of la-d proved to be the same by m.p. and mixed m.p.
Ci6HI6N20S (5) The IR spectrum of 5 shows strong absorbtion at VNH 3320 cmr 1 and at VNH 3280 cm -1 , weak absorption at vc-n 2950 cm -1 (sat. C-H) and a strong absorption at rc=o 1680 cm -1 . The UV spectrum for 5 in ethanol shows absorption at Amax 305 nm. PMR: r 0. 
Action of benzylamine on 2 a-d to afford 5-arylhydrazono-4-benzylimino-2-thiazolidinones (6 a-d)
A mixture of each of 2 a-d (1.0 g) and benzylamine (1.5 ml) was heated on a boiling water-bath for 1 h or till the odour of hydrogen sulphide ceased. The reaction mixture was triturated with ethanol and the resulting solid product was filtered off and crystallised from ethanol. Compounds 6a-d listed in Table I are all yellow to orange in colour.
The IR spectra of 6 a-d show absorption at I'NH 3380 cm -1 (arylhydrazono) at VNH 3150 cm -1 (ring NH) and at vc=o 1680 cm -1 and a weak band at VC=N 1620 cm -1 . The UV spectra of 6 a-d in ethanol show Amax around 430 nm (conjugated arylhydrazono group).
5-Arylhydrazono-2-alkylmercapto-2-thiazolin-4-o?ies (7a-f) and 5-arylhydrazono-4-alkylrn er capto-2-thiazolin-2-ones (8a-f)
General procedure: To a solution of each of 1 a-c (1.0 g) in aqueous sodium carbonate (10 ml; 10%), the appropriate alkyl halide (2.0 ml) was added. The reaction mixture was refluxed for 2 h, left over night at room temperature. The crystals that separated, were filtered off and crystallised from ethanol.
Compounds 7a-f and 8a-f, listed in Table II , are all yellow to orange in colour.
The IR spectrum of 7 R CLS SL typical example of the mercaptoacetate ethyl esters 7 a-c shows absorption at VNH 3320 cm -1 , at vc=o 1720 (ester), at vc=o 1680 cm -1 (ring carbonyl) and at VC=N 1620 cm" 1 .
The IR spectrum of 7 d as a typical example of the mercaptoacetamides (7 d-f) shows absorption at vnh2 3380 cm -1 and 3320 cm -1 (asym. and sym.), at vc-o 1690 cm -1 and 1660 cm -1 for ring and amide I stretchings.
The IR spectrum of 8 ä RS cl typical example of the mercaptoacetate ethyl esters (8 a-c) shows absorption at VNH 3330 cm-1 (hydrazono NH) and two carbonyl absorptions at vc=o 1740 cm -1 and 1680 cm -1 (ester and ring carbonyl).
The IR spectrum of the 4-mercaptoacetamido-2-thiazolin-2-ones (8d-f) shows absorption characteristic for vnh2 at 3380 and 3320 cm -1 and for carbonyl absorption at vc=o 1690 and 1680 cm -1 for ring and amide I band.
